RT. HON'BLE SIR ANEROOD JUGNAUTH

Rt. Hon’ble Sir Anerood Jugnauth is the Prime Minister of Mauritius. Born
on 29" March 1929, Rt. Hon’ble Sir Anerood Jugnauth was called to the Bar in
London in 1954. His illustrious career began with his being elected in the
Constituency of Riviere Du Rempart in 1963. He was the President of the Palma
Village council in 1964. In 1965, he joined the All Mauritius Hindu Congress.
He also attended the London Constitutional Conference on Mauritius in 1965
and was State Minister of Development in the Government of Sir Seewoosagur
Ramgoolam in 1965-66 and the Minister of Labour from 1966 to 1967. Being
the Leader of Opposition from December 1976 to June 1982, he joined the
Movement Militant Mauritian (MMM) in 1980. He founded the Movement Socialist
Mauritian party in 1983. He was elected as the Prime Minister in 1982 for the
first time, again in 1983, and for the third time from 1991 to 1995. He was
promoted to the rank of Knight by Her Majesty, the Queen Elizabeth Il of Great
Britain in 1980.

Rt. Hon’ble Sir Anerood Jugnauth has been a torch-bearer of democratic
aspirations in Mauritius. India and Mauritius share a special relationship. An
overwhelming majority of the Mauritian population consists of people of Indian
origin. Sir Anerood, right through his public life has been a beacon of their
hopes and aspirations. He has been elected Prime Minister of Mauritius on
three occasions and has been incessant in the use of his august office to
augment the cultural and commercial links between India and Mauritius. The
economic initiatives taken by his Government have facilitated the enhancement
of FDI in India.

Rt. Hon’ble Sir Anerood Jugnauth is honoured with Pravasi Bharatiya
Samman Awards for his continued support to India’s causes and concerns and

for strengthening India’s relationship with Mauritius.
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PROF. FATIMA MEER

Prof. Fatima Meer, was born in Durban, South Africa in 1928. From an
early age she took active part in political, social and philanthropic causes, deeply
influenced by the Gandhian values and approach. Professor Meer organized
concerts to raise funds, in the 1940s and 50s for famine relief in Bengal and
took active part in the 1946 Passive Resistance Campaign and the 1956 Treason
Trial in South Africa. She opposed vigorously the repressive measures of the
apartheid regime, campaigning actively against the Group Areas Act removals
in the 50s and 60s and against the Sabotage Act and Detention without Trial in
the 50s. She also organized Students and Women’s Passive Resistance
Committees 1946.

She articulated Gandhian values through multi-media projections. She
wrote, choreographed and produced the dance drama ‘Ahimsa Ubuntu’ in 1995
that was staged in South Africa, Sri Lanka and India and authored the book
‘Apprenticeship of a Mahatma’ which was made into a full-length film, jointly by
India and South Africa based on her own script.

Prof. Meer has been in the forefront for promoting racial integration and
harmony, women’s cause and education. She founded the Institute for Black
Research, Natal, an educational organization devoted to enhance the success
rate of African students in the matriculation examination in urban and rural
areas of Natal. She is a founder Member of the Federation of South African
Women and Director of the Institute for Black Research at the University of
Natal. She has championed the cause of universal harmony and understanding
and fellowship among religious groups, cultures, communities, ethnic groups,
languages and traditions. Her service and devotion to these causes have won
her Acharya Kaka Sahib Kalekar Universal Harmony Award.

She is recognized for fostering better understanding abroad of Indian values
and her service to the Diaspora in its political, social and economic integration
with the community at large in South Africa.
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DR. HARI N. HARILELA

Dr. Hari N. Harilela was born in India in 1922 and was brought up in Hong
Kong. Through his successful business ventures and community welfare
activities, he has been long considered the standard-bearer and the most
recognizable symbol of the Indian Diaspora in Hong Kong. He has helped raise
the profile of the community through excellent interactions with the Hong Kong
community at large, both before and after handover of Hong Kong to China.

Dr. Harilela is the person of Indian origin in Hong Kong to have received
both the Order of British Empire and the Gold Bauhinia Star of the Hong Kong
SAR. He was also nominated as Member of the Consultative Committee for
the Basic Law of the future Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (SAR) in
1985.

Dr. Harilela has a long-time association with India dating back to the 1950s,
when he played a key role in arranging the visit to Hong Kong by the first Prime
Minister of India, a role he consistently played in subsequent visits of high
Indian dignitaries to Hong Kong. Dr. Harilela has investments in Mumbai, Delhi,
Bangalore. Harilela family is associated with a number of initiatives to expand
cultural and commercial links with India and to promote India as a tourist
destination. Dr. Harilela has also undertaken the philanthropic activities in India,
the latest instance being his substantial contribution to the relief work in the
aftermath of the Gujarat earthquake in 2001.

Dr. Harilela is founder patron of a large number of Indian community
organizations abroad. The Harilela family publishes an international magazine
for overseas Indians.

Dr. Hari N. Harilela is recognized for his outstanding contribution in the
service of the Diaspora and for fostering better understanding abroad of India
and its civilization.
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SHRI KANAKSI GOKALDAS KHIMJI

Shri Kanaksi Gokaldas Khimji, popularly known as Kanakbhai, hails
from an Indian family that had settled down in Oman for several generations.
Kanakbhai was born in Oman and had his initial schooling in Mumbai. In
1970 Kanakbhai took over the reigns of the Khimji Ramdas Group of
Companies.

The Khimji family is a household name in Oman, both for its extensive
business dealings as also for its philanthropic work and role in community
related activities. Khimji family has been traditionally close to the ruling
family of Oman. The Khimjis have utilized their proximity to the ruling family
in the cause of the Diaspora and strengthening links between India and
Oman. Kanakbhai played pioneering role in setting up the educational
facilities for the Indian in Oman in 1975, when the educational needs of all
Indian linguistic groups in Oman was met through his initiative with the
establishment of the first ever-English medium Indian school in Muscat.
Thanks to the pioneering spirit of Kanakbhai in education, there are now 14
Indian schools in Oman, with 17,000 students pursuing their education.
Kanakbhai was also instrumental in getting donation of land and substantial
funds from the Ruler of Oman for the Indian school. Kanakbhai also
generously contributed to earthquake and drought relief in Gujarat in recent
years.

Shri Kanaksi Gokaldas Khimji is recognized for his service to the Indian
Diaspora and for his contribution in fostering better understanding of India
abroad.
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SHRI MANILAL PREMCHAND CHANDARIA

Shri Manilal Premchand Chandaria, popularly known as Manu Chandaria
was born in Kenya in 1929 in a family that originally hailed from Champa Beraja
village in Jamnagar district of Gujarat. The Chandarias in Kenya, in the time
honoured Indian tradition, live in a joint family of nearly 70.

Manu Chandaria has major accomplishments in business with the
Chandaria Group of Enterprises, spanning nearly 45 countries across the globe
and employing 50,000 people. Shri Chandaria has used his resources to
propagate Indian ethos and values. He helped set-up Mahatma Gandhi Memorial
Academy Society and Gandhi Smarak Nidhi Fund in Kenya. He is presently
Chairman of both these organizations. The Gandhi Memorial Academy Society
set up the first ever college of higher learning in Kenya, which later became the
University of Nairobi. The Gandhi Smarak Nidhi Fund awards post-graduate
scholarship to students of Nairobi University and to under-graduate students
from universities all over Kenya.

Shri Chandaria is running charitable institutions in India. He has also made
investments in India.

Shri Chandaria has received various international awards including that of
Vishwa Gurjari Award (Gujarat), Jawaharlal Nehru Excellence Award, Bharat
Gaurav Award by Indian Merchants’ Chamber and an award by Government of
Republic of Korea for being country’s best trading partner in 2001.

Shri Chandaria has been decorated with the Order of the British Empire
(OBE) in the Queen’s Honours List on the 1st January 2003.
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Lord Navnit Dholakia

In Lord Navnit Dholakia we have a person of Indian Origin who through
sheer dint of hardwork has reached a position of eminence in the United
Kingdom. Born in March 1937 in Tanzania, Lord Dholakia received his education
in Tanzania and India. He went to the United Kingdom and joined Liberal
Democrats in 1958. He has been active in public life ever since. He was elevated
to the House of Lords and appointed as Baron Dholakia of Waltham Brooks.
Lord Dholakia was appointed Deputy Lieutenant for the County of West Sussex
in June 1999. He has been honored with the title of the Order of the British
Empire.

Lord Dholakia made significant contributions in the fields of community
care and issues relating to ethnic unrest. He played an important role in
addressing the sensitive issue of racial discontent. He was member of the Race
Forum, an advisory group formed by the Home Secretary, UK and held
appointments with the Commission for Racial Equality, Police Complaints
Authority, Ethnic Minority Advisory Committee of the Judicial Studies Board.

He has been paying close attention to the issues relating to India and has
been visiting India regularly. As member of the House of Lords he brought to
bear on the debates an element of objectivity on India related issues and helped
understand India’s concerns. Rising from the ranks of anonymity to a position
of pre-eminence in the British political system and in the process enhancing
the image of the Diaspora in the UK and addressing in a balanced manner the
issues of terrorism and external interference in India, are noteworthy
achievements.

Lord Navnit Dholakia is recognized for his service to the Indian Diaspora in
general and in the matter of race relations in particular and for objective
projection of India’s causes and concerns.



TS Aa-td Srctfeha

S T SAfhAT AR a1 & U Afd &, e del #81d 4 FAsfes
fhred # ve ufiftsd e ura fBam € | /1 1937 # donfar § S ot @ratfdar 3
TR SR ARa | Riem wrg | 98 YArsies fHren WY 3R 1958 H fofardl SHImeH W
YA B Y | 98 |rEWHd dR R Fqd |ihd I3 | I8 B89 A% ared db Ugd AR
3% IR ST & W4 H FYad gU| T SreA(hadT A 1999 H B! 3 I qH™
& S olftferic MRy U | SepT 3MTeR 3T & fafeer TR & STl 3 w1 faan
RIR I

e AATHIT 1 TG B TEHTA IR T AT A TG Aqal & aF H
fatre IreE A | I=/M SR Sy ¥ g AdaTdiel Al Pl 8 B H
TE@yul et 9| a8 gaisfes fdren & 8W Ashedl N1 991Y Y Udh WY & &
SR W9 & e o iR S e, gfory Rreprad aifaeser SgfeRiad Wit are &t
SR STCU WRIEe AT @ oy omarT & s Frgfeaai axd o |

g YRA W g A9a TR 31T & < § iR afid w0 & R o € | 869
ANME e & AT I W H I8 AR I IHg Al d aRdfdddl I Jre-faarar |
TR R 3R 9RA @ fEa-faeamell 1 w9e # #eg DI | [HAM A IWRSR fafew
TSI JoMell § RA-WRIGTST &1 AT T 3R 4. # SR & Bfd &I faamRa
PR qAT URA H AHAG 3R I TWEU D AAS Bl Afeld a¥d A WA Bl
S TP I+ ST g |

TS I QAR AT AT WY T YRAT SRIRT IR 9wy A S vl
& AW JAT AR & 98 AR Ra-Fell &1 Rgd & & Iee¥ & folg & S arelt
JqaRl @ fog S 91d © |




SHRI RAJAT GUPTA

Shri Rajat Kumar Gupta is the Managing Director of McKinsey and Company,
Inc. Worldwide.

Born in New Delhi in 1948, Shri Rajat Gupta had an excellent academic career
topping with a degree in Mechanical Engineering from the Indian Institute of
Technology, New Delhi and an MBA from Harvard University. Joining the office of
M/s. Mckinsey in New York in 1973, he was assigned the direction of Scandinavian
offices in 1982. He joined the Chicago office of McKinsey in 1987, assuming the
role of Office Manager there in 1989. He was the first person of Indian origin to
become the Chief Executive Officer of the prestigious global corporation at a
remarkably young age of 45 years, when he was elected Managing Director of the
firm in 1994. He was reelected twice, once in 1997 and again in 2000. In that
position, he steered the corporation, based on a decentralized private partnership
of 7,000 consultants spread worldwide and spearheaded firm’s global expansion.
Shri Rajat Gupta’s is an exemplary story of a person of Indian origin giving leadership
to a global concern, resting on professionalism and management skills.

Over and beyond professional pursuits, Shri Gupta has embarked on work
relating to community welfare and social and philanthropic causes. He played a
key-role in the establishment of the Indian School of Business at Hyderabad, which
aimed at imparting quality management training in India and setting up an Institute
of excellence. As a corollary to his achievements, he is associated with
internationally renowned educational institutions such as Kellog’s School of
Management, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, University of Chicago, Harvard
Business School, Lauder Institute of Management and International Studies at the
Warton School, University of Pennsylvania. He is also the co-chairman of America
India Foundation (AIF) and a member of Metropolitan Museum of Art Business
Committee.

Shri Gupta played an important role in mobilizing a prominent section of the
American leadership to pay objective attention to India’s concerns in general and
economic issues in particular, including the Gujarat earthquake.

Shri Rajat Gupta is recognized for his contribution in fostering a better
understanding of India abroad.
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SIR SHRIDATH SURENDRANATH RAMPHAL

Sir Shridath Surendranath Ramphal was born in October, 1928 in New
Amsterdam to James | Ramphal and Grace Ramphal and had his education in
Georgetown, London and at Harvard Law School. After a brilliant legal career, he
became Member of National Assembly of Guyana (1965-75). He was Guyana’s
Minister of State for External Affairs (1967-72), Minister of Foreign Affairs of Justice
(1972-1975) and of Justice (1973-1975) and was Secretary General of the
Commonwealth (1975-90). Presently he is the Chancellor of the University of West
Indies.

Sir Ramphal is a distinguished Jurist having been Solicitor General and Attorney
General of Guyana and Member of International Commission of Jurists. Sir Ramphal
also held positions of responsibility in international organizations such as Member
of Independent Commission on International Development Issues, Independent
Commission on Disarmament and Security Issues, Independent Commission of
International Humanitarian Issues and World Commission on Environment and
Development, Chairman UN Committee for Development Planning and President,
World Conservation Union (IUCN). Sir Ramphal through his indefatigable work
and distinguished role in various international organizations in general, and the
Commonwealth Secretariat in particular has enhanced the image of the Indian
Diaspora. Through his prolific writing he has made valuable contributions to the
cause of legal studies, political and international affairs, foreign policy, disarmament
and security, environment and development, democracy and humanitarian concerns,
issues which form part of India’s foreign policy concerns. Sir Ramphal’'s
achievements affirm his stature as a person with a global vision and concern for
issues affecting the mankind. He is one of the few persons of Indian origin to reach
the highest level of positions in diplomacy in his home country and international
institutions abroad.
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DATO’ SERI S. SAMY VELLU

Dato’ Seri S. Samy Vellu, a senior Member of the Malaysian Cabinet and
Minister of Works of Malaysia since 1995, was born in March 1936.

Dato’ Seri Samy Vellu held the port-folios of Deputy Minister of Local
Government and Housing (1978-79); Minister for Works (1979-85) and Minister
of Energy, Telecommunications & Posts, Malaysia (1989-95). He has been a
Member of the House of Representatives of the Malaysian Parliament since
1974.

Dato’ Seri Samy Vellu has made remarkable contribution in the service of
the Indian Diaspora in Malaysia. He has been the President of the Malaysian-
Indian Congress since 1979 and is the founder of Maika Holdings, the investment
arm of the Malaysian-Indian Congress. He is the founder and Chairman of Maju
Institute of Educational Development, the educational arm of the Malaysian
Indian community. Dato’ Seri Samy Vellu's leadership of the Indian community
in Malaysia has helped strengthen harmonious relations with other ethnic
communities of the country and maintain cordial inter-community relations.

Dato’ Seri Samy Vellu has been decorated with international awards such
as Order of Diplomatic Service Merit (Gwang Hue Medal) by Republic of Korea,
Grand Officer of the Order of the Merit of the Republic of Italy and “The Man of
the Year Award” (1989) by the International Road Federation of Las Vegas.

Dato’ Seri Samy Vellu is recognized for his outstanding contributions in the
service of the Indian Diaspora.
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SHRI UJJAL DOSANJH

Shri Ujjal Dosanjh, former Premier of British Columbia is a first generation
immigrant from Jallandhar, Punjab. Born in India in 1947, Shri Dosanjh made his
way to Canada via UK.

In 1991 Shri Dosanjh was elected as Member of Legislative Assembly in the
Vancouver Kensington constituency and then as Caucus Chair. He became the
Minister for Human Rights, Multiculturalism, Sports and Immigration in 1995 and
then was appointed the Attorney General of British Columbia. In a historic
development, he was elected as the 33 Premier and President of the Executive
Council of the British Columbia, first for a person of Indian origin in Canada.

As community leader, Shri Dosanjh rose above, parochial interest and hard
work to solve problems not only within the Indian community, but in the community
at large. While the Sikhs in British Columbia were struggling to find its voice in the
volatile politics during the 1970s, he helped in setting up the farm workers legal
information service. In the 80s the Sikh community misguided by fundamentalist
ideology in British Columbia was virtually split over the assassination of Mrs. Gandhi.
Those opposing the fundamentalists were afraid of speaking against violence and
militancy. Shri Dosanjh’s was the voice and face of moderation and had a calming
influence on the volatile politics of the Sikh community in British Columbia. In 1984,
he was among the first few in Canada to have denounced the call for Khalistan and
its related violence and exhorted the people to follow the voice of sanity and stay
aloof from the politics of violence and bloodshed. His political philosophy is a
reflection of the age-old Indian approach of conflict resolution through moderation,
tolerance and dialogue. With his wit, charm and a certain savoire faire in
relationships, he has succeeded in building up a sense of community spirit. With
his hard work and a degree of high political astuteness, Shri Dosanjh succeeded in
rallying all round support to issues vital for younger generation of Indo-Canadians,
ranging from matters of equal opportunity to sexual equality.

Shri Ujjal Dosanjh is recognized for moderating the extremism among the
Sikh community in British Columbia and for fostering better understanding abroad
of India’s age old values.
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